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Main urban mobility challenges & policy goals

Urban mobility accounts for 
40 % of all CO2 emissions 
of road transport and up to 

70 % of other pollutants 
from transport.

IMPROVE AIR 

QUALITY
SAFER ROADS

VRU

MODAL 

SHIFT

BEHAVIOUR 

CHANGE

DECARBONISATION



From lockdown to gridlock?

Public transport 
collapse

Car as safety bubble

Redistributed 
space

Active travel 
boom

Cleaner air

No congestion

Home -working ...





Respacing streets ðLong overdue

Sources: Barcelona, Berlin, Brussels, Ile-de-France, Milan, Rome



Where are we now?

Source: ECF COVID-19 measures tracker 
https://ecf.com/dashboard

Sources: 

EMT Madrid 

Vässtrafik



The role of public transport 

ÅPT and active travel 

Åbackbone of sustainable urban 

mobility ecosystem

ÅThere is no alternative to mass transit

ÅEfficiency

ÅEquity, accessibility, affordability

ÅLiveability, sustainability

ÅGreen recovery

Åtackling congestion, air pollution, and 

climate change

Åimproving quality of life and safety

ÅCan innovation help?



YES! WAIT, NO! WELL, ONLY IF...

Maximise opportunities 

Mitigate negative externalities 

Combine carrots & sticks

Need for public sector oversight

Regulate to innovate!





Urban design
ÅMake active travel and PT the most obvious, 

easiest and fastest choice through urban 
design and space reallocation

ÅDedicated PT lanes

ÅBike parking facilities at interchanges

ÅSuperblocks complementing main PT networks

ÅHigh-quality bus stops

ÅInterchanges as city within the city



The city as urban space manager

Land use planning -

densification Pricing space
Prioritising modes 

through space 

reallocation

Dynamic kerbside 

management
Parking





Embracing Equity

Transport is a gateway to social and economic inclusion: 
access to mobility, determines citizensô access to 

employment, healthcare, educationé 

If we are serious about addressing disparities 
and creating inclusive cities, 

we must begin with our trains, buses and trams. 





Survey on sexual harassment in PT 
Barcelona 2020

women make up (more than) 50% of users, yet 40% avoid 

transit options out of fear of sexual harassment- twice as 

likely as men 

UK research forecasts the number of public transport users 

would increase by 10 % if passengers, especially women, 

felt safer

Put bluntly, if operators want to recoup dwindling profits and 

cities are serious about hitting modal shift targets, they need 

to systematically take sexual harassment seriously




